SAVE THE BLUEGRASS
SAVE THE DATE

Fourth Annual Farmland Conservation Auction

Wednesday,April 21, 2004

Woodford Reserve Distillery

Do you have exciting race tickets, vacation spots,

or other ideas for live auction items?

For information about donating very much appreciated auction items for the event,
please contactTara Loyd by email at tloyd@bluegrassconservancy.org

or by phone at (859) 255-4552.

“pueywiIey sseidonyg jo
SAIOB €9T‘T
Sunoxo1d sIULWASED UONIBATISUOD
Sp[oY Apuarmd ASUBAIaSUOD) Y T,
sdi[iyq uyof pue preuooly oog
‘vordure Aouep] ‘vorudr] Addoyg
“11911B) [oINET ‘ULd(] SE[3NO(]
‘Ae[D) 112q0Y ‘suIng [PRYIIN
‘umoig Apua ‘nryrearg £on
IeY)-TA ‘sauof Aqqr]
“ITey) ‘JOPUBXI[Y U]
:9pnJour $1030211(] JO
preogq s AoueArasuo)) sseidanyg oy |
“pue[wIej sse1don|g Jo UONEBAIISUOD
oy vowoxd 03 s1 woISSTWT INQ)
“Isnn puef reuordar 1yoxd
-uou e sT £5UeAIISUOY) sseIdonyg oy |,
"T6SyS6T (658)
1e £oueAIasuoy) sserdon|q
a1 108100 2seafd ‘s109f01d Jua1INO
INOQE UONBWIOJUT JOYIIN] 10,]

AdueAIdSUO)) sseison[g

T6T 'ON Hulisd
AN ‘uoibuixe

divd
afesod 's'N
‘610 11j0id-UoN

d41SINOTT ADIAIAS NUNLAT

310°A0UBAIISUOISSLIZIN[q MMM

09SZ-80S0¥ A ‘Uoidurxa|
0Z1 21MS 1991 [[TA YINoS O|E
arenbg As1pn

AJUBAIISUO)) SSeI3an|q

Conserving the Bluegrass

THE BLUEGRASS G
Conservancy News

forever... WINTER, 2004

EASEMENT DoNATION HELPS BuiLD A CRriTicAL MASS
OF PROTECTED FARMLAND IN FAYETTE COUNTY

ike and Jeanne Owens donated a conservation easement

to the Bluegrass Conservancy in December, on their new

farm, Cornerstone Farm. The farm is located on Iron Works
Pike, a Kentucky designated

easement on their property. This easement is an excellent
example of how the Bluegrass Conservancy, a private non-
profit organization, and the Purchase of Development Rights

scenic byway in Fayette County.

The farm includes twenty-
five acres of prime farmland and
is very near several other farms
that have sold conservation

Rights Program. “The Owens’
donation helps build a critical

Program, a publicly funded

“We believe in preserving our Bluegrass heritage which farmland preservation program,
in turn preserves our way of life in the Thoroughbred
industry. No matter how large or small the tract of land,
every land owner should take the responsibility to
easements to the Fayette County  "4intain the worldwide reputation of the Bluegrass area
Purchase of Development jfor all the generations to come.”

can work hand in hand to
conserve a critical mass of
farmland.” said Executive Director,
Margaret Graves.

The Bluegrass Conservancy
currently holds 13 donated

—Mike and Jeanne Owens  conservation easements protecting

2,263 acres of farmland in Fayette,

mass of protected farmland in this important agricultural area
of Fayette County.We are very grateful to Mike and Jeanne for
their commitment to conserving Fayette County farmland and
hope their donation will inspire others to consider placing an

CONSERVATION SOCIETY

he Bluegrass Conservancy proudly acknowledges our

Conservation Society. Members have given the
extraordinary gift of a conservation easement on their
land. These leaders in conservation deserve thanks on
behalf of all associated with the Conservancy.

Please contact Margaret Graves for information about
donating a conservation easement on your land by email
at mgraves@bluegrassconservancy.org or by phone at
(859) 255-4552.

CONSERVATION EASEMENT DONORS:

Helen C.Alexander Alice Kinkead
Joseph and Mary Carter Family Mike and Jeanne Owens
Mr. and Mrs. Robert N. Clay Anne J. Parker
Mr. and Mrs. Leon Creek Dr. and Mrs. John van Nagell
Mr. and Mrs. Hoppy Henton Dr. & Mrs. Smiser West
Governor Brereton C.Jones and Mr.and Mrs. Bob Wilson

Elizabeth Lloyd Jones

Clark, Jessamine and Woodford Counties. The Fayette County
Purchase of Development Rights Program has purchased or has
a contract to purchase 78 conservation easements protecting
over 10,257 acres of Fayette County farmland.

It’s not too late for a few good

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS!

Exercise? Lose weight? or...
HELP SAVE BLUEGRASS FARMLAND!

Let the lifestyle choices you make in 2004 be your daily
commitment to farmland preservation. Here are a few
New Year’s Resolutions (some big and some not so big) we’d
love to see you keep!

e Buy local farm products

»  Convince organizations that serve meals to buy local
farm products

e Support businesses that support preservation

¢ Be aware of resource use and reduce, reuse, and re-
cycle in your home and office

e Show off Bluegrass farmland by visiting area farms and
biking the nearly one-thousand miles of lightly trav-
eled Bluegrass back roads

(See Resolutions, page 5)

Dudley Square ~ 380 South Mill Street -~ Suite 120 —~ Lexington, KY 40508-2560 ~ (859) 255-4552 ~ FAX (859) 255-7952




BLUEGRASS CONSERVANCY

PROFILES IN CONSERVATION:
Susanna Parker Creek

Please tell us about the background of Polobunt Farm.

My grandfather,Thomas Jefferson Johnson, was stationed in Lex-
ington in the early 1930’s and decided that when he retired from
the Army he would buy a farm within a 10-mile radius of the
Fayette County Courthouse. He bought the farm on Pisgah Pike
in Woodford County in 1937 and named it Polohunt Farm for his
two favorite sports. The farm sign depicts a man playing polo on
the left side of a tree and a woman on a horse jumping a fence
on the right side of the tree.

When my father, John Richards Parker, retired from the Army in
1956 we moved to the farm. In two generations of officers and
their families always living in Army quarters, the farm was the
only “home” we ever had. My grandfather deeded the farm to
his only child, my mother, Anne Johnson Parker,in 1956,and she
gave me a portion of the farm in 1964.

2,263 Acres Protected
by Conservation Easements
Held by the Bluegrass Conservancy

Woodford County: 1,107 acres
Fayette County: 910 acres
Clark County: 56 acres
Jessamine County: 190 acres

10,529 Acres Protected
by Conservation Easements
Held By the Fayette County
Purchase of Development Rights Program

Why did you and your motber decide to donate a conserva-
tion easement on your farm?

My mother was active in establishing the Pisgah Rural Historic
District, which is listed on the National Historic Register and on
the state historic register. On Polohunt Farm, the large pre-1900
horse barn, the house, and several outbuildings were contribut-
ing structures for nominating the district to the registers.

So when I suggested to Momma that we could ensure that
the natural scenic beauty of the farm would be preserved for-
ever through a conservation easement, she was enthusiastic and
relieved.

I approached Margaret Graves, and she guided us through
the process with great skill and tact,and the easement was given
to the Bluegrass Conservancy in December 1999, the fifth one to
be completed. The emotional satisfaction was great; the tax ben-
efits were an additional advantage.

Sadly, by 2003 we realized we could no longer maintain the
farm and we sold it in January, 2004 to neighboring Brittany Farms;
the two tracts had originally been part of the same farm and are
now back together.

One constant comfort for us is that the conservation ease-
ment continues to protect the farm no matter who owns the
land. It is satisfying to know that we have preserved a bit
of the beauty of the Bluegrass Region forever.

SPECIAL GIFTS

f you would like to remember a special person or

occasion, what better way to honor those who
appreciate the Bluegrass than by helping to protect the
farmland that makes this area unique?

We accept donations in honor of birthdays, graduations,
anniversaries, and other holidays as well as donations in
memory of loved ones.

The honoree or their family will be notified of your con-
tribution, so please include a clearly written address.

Many thanks from Lucy Breathitt and the Bluegrass
Comnservancy to all who bave given in tribute to Gover-
nor Edward Breatbitl. His incredible work as a conser-
vationist will be remembered by the newly coined
“Breathitt BeesAward” to be presented by the Bluegrass
Conservancy each year. Thanks to Bluegrass Conser-
vancy Board member Nana Lampton for thoughtfully
sponsoring the Breathitt Bees Award.
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RESTORE AMERICA:

COMMUNITTIES AT A CROSSROADS

Preparations are underway for the National Trust for
Historic Preservation’s national conference “Restore
America: Communities at a Crossroads” to be held in
Louisville September 28 through October 3,2004.

The conference will provide an opportunity for pres-
ervationists from across the country to talk about issues
such as affordable housing, diversity and inclusion, and in-
ventive ways to get people interested in preservation is-
sues. Leaders in the preservation movement will be recog-
nized and preservation successes in Kentucky and Indiana
will be celebrated and shared with a national audience.

More information about the conference objectives and
details regarding scholarships available for local
Kentuckians who would not otherwise be able to
attend the conference are available online at

www.nthpconference.org.

RESOLUTIONS ‘ Continued from page 1)

e Create workplace incentives for people who bike to work

*  Write editorials in support of farmland preservation

e Encourage elected officials to support public funding for
local and state farmland preservation programs,agricultural
zoning, and other laws that help keep farmers in business

e Live in an old house in a central neighborhood that makes
sense in respect to your work and daily needs

e Host events to introduce the Bluegrass Conservancy to
friends and family

*  Give Conservancy gift memberships to help spread the word

e Vote to elect leaders who support farmland preservation

*  Wear you “SAVE OUR FARMS” buttons with pride

* Become a member of the Bluegrass Conservancy, Central
Kentucky’s only Land Trust

e Protect your own farm with a conservation easement

e Read your Conservancy newsletter and go to
www.bluegrassconservancy.org for further information.

HOME

By Claudia Miller
Now and then I long
to walk the family farm...
feel the pacing of the seasons, In a fertile field
breathe the honeysuckled purity, a sunbonnet bobs between
touch the roughened edges... lusty rows of corn and beans;
to go home again; farther on,

but it's not possible;

the old place is gone.

The jungled growth of forty summers
has erased familiar lines,

and the trees are all strangers now.
The house was bumed,
outbuildings all cleared,

the land sold twice over,

only arise of terrain

marks where the farmhouse

once shouldered itself between
towering walnut and twin cedars.

Alone bee drones

among weeds and brambles,
echoing in my memory

until—as suddenly as a breeze

liting on a calm summer day—

| am walking down

that earthen road once more.

One scent, then another,

and | am surrounded

with the sweet symphony of crickets,
wildflowers dancing in the sun,

and visions of home.

The rutted lane stil stretches sleepily
from the main road and elbows back
in a gentle embrace of the memory
of family gatherings,

kinfolk preparing food and swapping stories,
laughter and squeals of children

at hide-and seek.

aman leaning into a plow

shouts primeval orders to a balking mule.
Near the barn a horse lowers a velvet nose
to be stroked over a rough-hewn gate;
curious cows amble up to see

if | have any sweet grass for them;

and there is the hen house

where | sang hymns and honky-tonk

to the chickens.

By the wagon shed

are leathered sounds

of an impatient horse

hitched to a creaking wagon,

and the rhythmic force of an axe

thudding against firewood.

Wheelbarrow and sawhorses are corralled
for a carpentry project

and a child’s free ride.

From the back yard | meander
to the meadow beyond,

and down a gentle hill;
sunlight warms the cowpath
beneath my bare feet.

On a grassy bank | sit awhile,
reflecting on the old creek below
whose currents still flow

in slow and silent accord

with a time gone by

—and I am home

once again.

Many Thanks to the
KEENELAND FOUNDATION

Many thanks to the Keeneland Foundation for their gen-
erous donation to the Bluegrass Conservancy in Decem-
ber. Margaret and Tara have Fran Taylor to thank for the
rare opportunity to be photographed with Fayette County
Farm Bureau representative Frank Penn and Santa Claus!
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BLUEGRASS CONSERVANCY MEMBERS REACH 404!

Many thanks to all our devoted members! Your support is crucial to our efforts to preserve Bluegrass farmland forever.
Without our 404 supporters, we would be nowhere in 2004!

Please take a minute to review our newest membership list and encourage your friends and family to learn more about the
Bluegrass Conservancy’s importance to our future in Central Kentucky. With nearly 500,000 citizens in the Conservancy’s
seven-county region, we know there are more concerned citizens who would like to play a part in saving our farms.

CONSERVATION PARTNERS

Joesephine Abercrombie
Helen Alexander

Gary Biszantz

Lucy Young Hamilton

Ned and Lucy Breathitt
Darrell and Lendy Brown
Alexander G. Campbell
Robert and Blythe Clay
Thomas Dupree, Sr.

Greg and Becky Goodman
John Goodman

Brereton and Libby Jones
JohnT.L.Jones

Ben Kaufmann

Keeneland Foundation
James and Betty Kenan
Kleberg Foundation

Gary Knapp

Reiley and Boo McDonald
Oxley Foundation
Randleigh Foundation Trust
William Rood

Tony Ryan

Thomas and Gay Vanmeter
Mary Lou Whitney

BENEFACTORS
Peter and Jennifer Bradley
Michael and Elizabeth Burns
Doug and Brenda Dean
Flagler System, Inc.

Nana Lampton

Land Trust Alliance

Lexington-Fayette Urban County Govt.

Charles and Gloria Martin
Paul and Natalie Orfalea
Rodes Shackelford Parrish
John and Beth Phillips

J. Michael Poole

Layton Register

Don and Audrey Robinson
Charles Stewart

Barry Weisbord

PATRONS

Anonymous

Reynolds Bell

Robert Berger

Barry and Edith Bingham
Blood-Horse Charitable Foundation
Cabby Boone

Glen and Sandra Bromagen
Owsley Brown II
Brown-Forman Corporation
Alex and Anne Campbell

Mr. & Mrs. William Combs
Bill and Caroline Cox

James English

Tracy and Carol Farmer
W.D.and Betty Fishback
Dennis and Patricia Foster
Frost Brown & Todd LLC
Richard and Laurel Garrett
Joe and Hart Graves

Jim Gray

Dell Hancock

Bill Hilliard

Rick Holt

Kentucky Thoroughbred Association
Kentucky Thoroughbred Farm Managers Club
Alston Kerr

Lori Kirk-Wagner

Mr. & Mrs. John Magnier
William and Margaret Marquard
John and Marty Mayer

Leigh McKee

Rowland and Eleanor Miller
Gary and Teri Morin

Frank and Rita Penn

G.James and Virginia Phelps
Rocky and Yvette Quatrochi
R.D.and Marilyn Randal

Don and Genie Redman

Earl and Ashley Robbins

Walt and Charlene Robertson
John Stuart

Tracy Farmer Foundation
Jack and Betsy van Nagell
Martin Wade

Bennett Bell Williams
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STEWARDS

Michael Albina

Kevin and Pem Ausbrook
John Backer

Ray and Mary Barry

Bluegrass Tours

Richard Broadbent

William and Rose Mary Brooks
Luther and Carolyn Caldwell
William and Anne Cammack
Mr. & Mrs. Julian Campbell
Bill and Ellen Chapman

Mark and Terrell Cheney
Richard and Patricia DeCamp
Clara Dupree

Bill Farish, Jr.

Maner and Sherry Ferguson
Hank & Todd Graddy

M. & Mrs. Dan Hall

Alice South Hume

Margaret Graves and Jeffrey Hallos
Carolyn Jean Plumlee and John Edward
Bill Justice

Randy Kemper

Theodore and Betsy Kuster
Monnie Gay Long

Winifred Madden

Robert Manfuso

Jeanne Cox-Owens and Mike Ownes
William and Lucy Parrish
Helen Powell

Daniel and Michelle Primm
Arthur Rouse

Jim Shropshire

James and Mary Anne Squires
Daniel Stilz

T.Wayne and Cathy Sweezey
David and Kay Switzer
Elizabeth Tenney

Mr. & Mrs. Laurance VanMeter
John and Donna Ward

Robert and Ann Wilson

John Wyllie

SPONSORS

James and Lee Archambeault
Terry and Amy Atwood
Edward Bonnie

William and Melissa Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Rutherford Campbell
[an and Jean Carmichael
Ben and Toss Chandler
Randolph and Marilyn Cotton
Leon and Susannah Creek
John Dobson

Ben Fister

Ben Fister

David and Philippa Fogg

Bill and Beverly Fortune
Julie Foster

Garden Club of Lexington
Campbell and Nicola Graddy
Curtis and Linda Green
Michael and Jo Ann Hamm
Phyllis Hasbrouck

Buck and Ann Hinkle
Richard and Barbara Hulette
Robert and Leslie James

Ken and Jean Johnson
Judson and Kelly Knight
Elizabeth Graves and Matt Gooding
Robert and Virgina May
Joan Mayer

Betty Meyer

Philip and Janice Meyer

J. Michael and Diana Moore
John and Becky Moore
Alexander and Juli Neuman
Elmer and Celeste Neuman
Oldham Ahead

James Reynolds

Dag Ryen

Horst Schach

Harsha Sen

Scott & Susan Smith

David and Sarah Stevens
Vinson and Meribeth Straub
E. M. and Luise Strauss

Geoffrey Strauss

Ann Bradlee Tauchert

The Lexington Connection
Jim and Susannah Thomas
Timothy Thompson

Thoroughbred Resource & Conservation District

Tommy Todd

Richard Trontz

James and Clara Wieland

John Winn

Jeanne Woodberry

Judy Worth

Isabel Yates

Young President’s Organization

PRESERVATIONISTS
Robert Anderson

Anna Armstrong

Linda Talbott and Nelson Barnes
Rogers and Jacqueline Beasley
Jessica Gay Bell

Bluegrass Trust for Historic Preservation
Edward and Nina Bonnie
Robert and Kathy Brewer

Jon Michael Brothers

Jo Brown

Stuart and Christine Brown
Arenda Holladay and Jim Buck
Mary Carlyle Carter
Christopher Chamberlain
Helen Chenery

Norman Chrisman

John Clark

Brutus and Sarah Clay
Catesby and Biz Clay
Catherine Woodford Clay
Rodes Coleman

David Cooper

Robert and Brenda Courtney
George Cox

Roger Dalton

Philip and Lois DeSimone

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Domer

Ben Edelen

Charles and Gail Austin Ellman
Rolf and Claire Embertson
Tom Evans

Rick Falknor

Luke and Nancy Fallon

Jack and Jo Fisher

John Fort

Jerold and Mary Lou Friesen
Douglas and Mary Gabbert
Thomas Gaines

Lorraine Garkovich

Shug Graves

Jake Graves

Joan Grever

Robert and Mary Griffith

Nina Hahn

John and Donna Hall

Lyle and Mary Dianne Hanna
Susan Harkins

Richard Harris

James Hays

James Hodge

Paul Evans Holbrook

Henry and Harriett Holladay
Clara Spencer Houlihan
Elizabeth Hughes

IBM International Foundation
Lewis Paisley and Sheila Isaac
Eric Ivanovich

Phyllis Jenness

Mike Karem

Frances Keightley-Moseley
Thomas and Susan Kessinger
Patricia Evans King

Sidney and June Kinkead
Haden and Anne Kirkpatrick
Arnold Kirkpatrick

Jessica Knapp

George and Kathleen Kopser
Greg and Laura Ladd

Jo Brown Leone

Lexington in Touch

Rose and Jack Lucas

Walter May

Canon Ward and Evelyn McCabe
Joyce McCauley

Mary Ann McCauley

Robert and Denise McClelland
Bobby and Rhonda McIntyre
Miles Miller

Robert and Stacy Mitchell
Catherine Clay and John Neal
Frederick and Bonnie Neuville
Mr & Mrs Chis Newton
James Nicholson

Louie Nunn

Dave and Susie Partish

Oscar Penn

Diane Perkins

H. Foster Pettit

Jacquelyn Prewitt

Stephen Reily

J.M.Richards

Nelson and Martha Rodes
Barbara Burns and Douglas Ruff
David Santen

Joan & Ed Schaeffer

Paul Schwartz

Suzi Shoemaker

Bruce Simpson

Lad & Pat Simpson

Dr. & Mrs. Clifton Smith
Johnny Mac and Lucy Smith
Barry and Laurel Snelling

BLUEGRASS CONSERVANCY 0"

Elizabeth Spahr

Stephen and Judith Spears
Jill Springats

John and Milly Stewart
Mary Clay Stites

Herb & Christine Strobel
Ann Early Sutherland

John and Deidre Talbott
Sarah Tate

John and Melissa Taylor
Sonny and Emma Tibbs
Fielding and Nancy Turner
Mary McDowell Van Meter Boone
Fernita Wallace

Paul and Elizabeth Warfield
Jean Watts

Betty Webb

Judy Wells

Smiser and Katherine West
Holly Wiedemann
Working Assets

ASSOCIATES

Joe Arterberry

Emma Ballingal

Kenneth and Kathryn Barr
Dora Boaz

Geraldine Breckenridge
Frank and Joan Slattery Butke
Sallie Cochran

Robert and Susan Cole
Huston and Sarah Combs
Bradford Cowgill

Francis Harting and William Cox
Margaret Davidson

Stephen and Karen Edelstein
Joel Evans

Roger and Suzanne Fain
Fayette County Farm Bureau
Jim and Gay Glenn

Charles and Linda Gorton
Rose Marie Hackett

Wis and Ben Haggin

Tracy Hawkins

Rob and Kelsey Hempel
Todd and Monica Henderson
H. Gerald and Kokie Hester
Jeff & Vicki Holmberg

Ann Houlihan

Paul and Anna Isaacs

John and Stephanie Johnson
James Kane

Leatha Kendrick

George and Frances Lamason
Todd Lemley

Herb and Donna Loyd
Wayne and Margaret Lyster
William and Julia Martin
Marlie McRoberts

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth V.L Miller
Joseph & Mardi Montgomery
Richard Olson

Evelyn Orme

Ridgely Park

Tom Parrish

Patricia Lynn Peacock

Linda Blackford and Van Meter Pettit
David Prewitt

C.Tom Radden

W. Gay Reading

Raymond and Denise Reynolds
Marilou Rose

Craig Royce

Paul and Sandra Shafer

Matt Simpson

Elizabeth Sphar

Katherine Craig Steed

Nancy Graves Talbott

Mary Vaughan

Robert Warth

Sue Weant

Charles and Gwenda Williamson

FRIENDS

Jim and Slyvia Aldrich

Philip Baugh

Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Blackman
Vincent and Marion Broadus
Kimberly Burris

William and Diane Campbell
Anna Laura Codell

Ralph and Dani D’Arge

John and Sharon Deller

Ann Demaree

Dennis and Nancy DeRiggi
Betty Gilbert

Rebecca Glasscock

Good Foods Co-op

Grow the Good Life Mercer County
Leslie Heerman

Anne Preston Turner Kraus
Dolores Kraus

Henry Mayer

Lloyd Mayer

Caitlin McClanahan

Rosie Moosnick

Ronald and Jennifer Mossotti
Mindy Shannon and Grant Eaton Phelps
Sanford Pollack

Marie Robertson

Philip Rowe

Clay and Louisiana Simpson
Mr. & Mrs. J. David Smith
David Thomson

Lela Humes and Tom Cason
Buckner and Sue Woodford
Jane Wooley



